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This book discusses the supporting elements of the tooth detailing its four components: cementum,

alveolus, periodontal ligament, and the gingiva. Prior to detailing the components of the

periodontium, the three tissue types that compose the periodontium, namely epithelium, connective

tissue, and bone, are reviewed. Those aspects of epithelium and connective tissue that pertain to

the periodontium are emphasized, whereas those aspects that have merely a cursory relevance to

the periodontium, as for example adipose tissue, are mentioned only briefly. This short but concise

book is lavishly illustrated with many photomicrographs that were taken especially for this textbook.

The author, Dr. Leslie P. Gartner, is a world-renowned anatomists whose books have been

translated into eleven languages and are used in medical and dental schools throughout the world.
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